
CRACKING 
CARR VALE

Three-times England youth world champion Matt Godfrey 
was asked to help local club side Mosborough Tackle Box 

practise for a forthcoming ! xture. Here’s how it went.

Carr Vale is a cracking water 
that’s full of roach, skimmers, 
crucians and tench.
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CRACKING 
CARR VALE
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VENUE FILE CARR VALE PONDLocation: Water Lane, Carr Vale, Bolsover, Derbyshire S44 6JU
Controlling club: Carr Vale Angling ClubDay tickets: £4; concessions £2.50

Contact: Neil Dymond on 01246 824747

ANGLER FILE MATT GODFREYAge: 20
Lives: Sheffi eldSponsor: SensasPole: Sensas Power Match 734

The Mosborough AC squad with their catches. (From left) Jay Hutchinson, Darren Denton, Steve

Bircumshaw, Paul Massey, Matt Godfrey, Pete Littler, Ray Harris and Daz Moyle. What a rabble!
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On arriving at the lake, I can 
honestly say that it wasn’t what 
I expected – a very natural-
looking, open-water venue with 
well-spaced pegs and rather clear 
water. Together, this created a 
very uncommercialised feel. 

The rest of  the lads soon 
arrived, with Steve Bircumshaw 
rolling up in an ancient orange 
VW camper van, which he uses 
on his travels with his Rolling 
Stones tribute band! He was 
shortly followed by Ray ‘Silver 
Fox’ Harris, Darren Denton, Jay 
Hutchinson, Paul Massey and 
club captain Pete Littler, who 
organises the team of  reprobates. 
I know them all from helping 

Quality crucian carp like
this brought colour to
everyone’s catches.

Darren Denton’s positive paste
approach paid dividends for
tench, bream and crucians.

Matt was keen to help the
Mosborough squad get to
grips with the venue.

Carr Vale Pond is just 15 
minutes’ drive from my 
home, yet in 17 years 

of  angling I’ve never even seen 
the place! The opportunity arose 
to get a taste of  the venue when 
the lads from Mosborough Tackle 
Box organised a practice line-up 
for a Clubman Supercup event 
at the venue. They invited me 
along to see if  I could help them 
uncover useful information. With 

some cracking reports on the 
crucian and tench Þ shing, along 
with weights of  silvers to 40lb, it 
was deÞ nitely an opportunity not 
to be missed – particularly with 
the bunch of  characters that I 
knew were coming along!

None other than 
Mosborough’s very own Peter 
Barlow stunt double, Daz Moyle, 
picked me up in the morning. 
He pulled up outside my house 
in his big white van with Best 
Of  Electronic 80s Breakdown 
blaring out and was convinced 
that my mum had been winking 

at him through the window 
wearing her dressing gown! 

Daz was one of  the few lads 
who had Þ shed the venue before. 
He told me that he used to catch 
lots of  tench by simply Þ shing 
pellets on the long pole, dumping 
in micros and the odd 4mm and 
Þ shing expanders and corn over 
the top. He also said there was a 
great head of  quality roach and 
rudd and suggested that Þ shing 

closer in with short pole and 
casters would work in the hope 
of  bringing them shallow. This 
was my plan virtually sorted 
for the day because I had also 
spoken to Mark Wragg, another 
Mosborough clubman, who had 
Þ shed the venue the previous 
day and had 25lb of  silvers doing 
exactly that. I’m a sucker for 
Þ nding out as much information 
as possible before a session. 
You can’t do any harm asking 
questions and tailoring the 
information to suit your Þ shing – 
it’s better to have it than not!

I HAD BITES IMMEDIATELY FROM CHUNKY 
ROACH, RUDD AND HYBRIDS UP TO 12OZ.

in the Mosborough Tackle Box 
shop and you’d struggle to meet a 
stranger bunch of  characters! 

To make the day more 
interesting we all agreed to chuck 
in a tenner. We also agreed to 
try different approaches to gain 
the best idea possible as to what 

r 
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Daz Moyle.
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works. Daz and Paul, 
for example, wanted 
to primarily sit it out 
for the tench and 
crucians on either end 
of  the line-up. Daz was 
going to Þ sh a swim 
with pellets alone and 
another with Þ shmeal 
groundbait, dead red 
maggots and corn. 
Paul opted to Þ sh 
longer than everyone 
else with pellets and 
also fed margin swims 
to cover further 
options. 

Darren Denton 
would Þ sh the long 
pole, and has lots of  

conÞ dence in paste, which may 
sound strange for tench and 
crucians but proved interesting.

The rest of  us would Þ sh for 
silvers. I decided to loose feed 
casters from the off, while Pete 
potted in chopped worms and 
casters and Jay fed hemp and 
casters. Berky planned to feed 
worms and casters shallow and 
Ray was doing a bit of  allsorts! 

Trying different approaches 
under ‘match’ conditions is 
by far one of  the best ways of  
practising. It covers all your 
options and makes it easy to 
see what works best, but also 
rules out what doesn’t work. It 
can be done on any scale, and 
is exactly how all the England »

teams practise for the World 
Championship, constantly 
communicating to Þ nd out 
exactly what’s going on. 

Back to my peg and I had 
plumbed up a swim at the 
bottom of  the Þ rst shelf, six 
sections out in Þ ve feet of  water. 
Here, I could comfortably feed 
casters by hand and set up two 
simple rigs. The rig I expected 
to catch on best was for up in 
the water, Þ shing between 12 
inches and two and a half  feet 
deep. It was a 
4x10 Chianti 
on 0.10mm 
Sensas Feeling 
Competition 
line to an 
8in 0.08mm 
hooklength 
and Þ ne size 
18 Green 
Gama hook. I 
like Chiantis 
because the 
cane bristle 
is buoyant 
yet very sensitive compared to a 
dibber-type ß oat. 

Elastic was a pingy-set No5 
through a match top three. This 
may seem light, but I wanted to 
ensure that Þ sh didn’t splash in 
the clear water when I struck. 
Fishing a lighter elastic through 
more sections of  pole also allows 

them to swim away with little 
disturbance. 

My second rig was for on the 
deck and incorporated a 4x14 
Sensas CCX2 with a simple bulk 
at 18 inches and two No10 
droppers spread below. Line was 
0.12mm to a 0.10mm bottom 
and a size 18 Sensas 4590 hook 
and doubled-up No3 elastic. I 
expected to catch the odd better 
Þ sh on the deck so used heavier 
gear. The bottom was quite ß at 
so I also plumbed up at 14.5 
metres with the same rig, where 
I planned to try for tench and 
crucians if  the silvers didn’t want 
a chew.

Despite having to lend captain 
Pete a rig and plummet on the 
next peg, he still challenged me 
to a shiny £1. He must have been 
conÞ dent because he wanted 
everyone to put £20 in to Þ sh at 
the start! 

I began by sprinkling in 50 
or so casters at six sections and 

half  a pot of  
pellets at 14.5 
metres. I was 
advised that 
the bigger Þ sh 
on this lake 
didn’t like 
pellets going 
in over their 
heads all the 
time with a 
Kinder pot, 
so I opted to 
feed heavy at 
intervals and to 
Þ sh it out. This 

also suited me because I wanted 
to catch silvers for as long as 
possible without having to stop 
to drip in pellets further out. 

Starting short on the 
deck produced a small rudd 
straightaway, followed by a perch 
and a bumped Þ sh. As I baited up 
I saw a Þ sh swirl for my casters, 
which convinced me to pick 
up my shallow rig – despite it 
only being Þ ve minutes into the 
session! 

To my amazement I had bites 
immediately from chunky roach, 
rudd and hybrids up to 12oz and 
all were in beautiful condition. 

I caught well for 90 minutes 
but they were deÞ nitely being 
cute in the clear water. You 
had to lay your rig in different 

ways; past the end of  the pole 
was best, or by laying it in and 
then concentrating to hold it 
dead tight to give as slow a fall 
as possible. As soon as I started 
missing bites I found that 
altering the depth or feeding 
just three or four casters got 
the Þ sh competing again. I also 
made a conscious effort to feed 
everything my side of  the ß oat 
because the bigger and wiser Þ sh 
often sit at the back of  the feed. 
This was noticeable on the day, 
with Þ sh swirling for any casters 
that went too far.

The halfway stage soon arrived 
and I already had a decent net of  
Þ sh, including several crucians 
to 1lb, plus the odd better hybrid. 
Things had slowed down, 
however, and with little success 
on the deck and just a single 
crucian on the long pellet line I 
needed to go chasing. I started by 
ß icking the rig past my pole tip 
to catch as many Þ sh as possible, 
before shipping just a foot further 
and repeating the process. This 
worked well, catching three or 
four Þ sh, before having to move 
out. By the end of  the Þ ve hours 
I was Þ shing at 11.5 metres and 
feeding the few casters I had left 
in my tub with a catty (I had 
only brought a couple of  pints!). 
This ensured that I carried on 
catching to the death.

The other lads also had a 
successful session, with the big-
Þ sh boys at either end catching 
more tench and big crucians, as 
they hoped. We went along with 
the scales and after each had 
weighed in they explained what 
they had done to catch. This 
almost makes you feel like you’ve 
been sat behind each other and 
it’s brilliant for learning about 
new venues. 
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Ray ‘Silver
Fox’ Harris.

Steve
Bircumshaw

Jay Hutchinson.Darren Denton.
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Daz on the Þ rst peg had 
15lb 12oz, made up of  tench, 
crucians and good skimmers. He 
caught best over groundbait with 
dead maggots, despite wanting 
to take his clothes off  and pose 
whenever editor Jon Arthur 
wanted to photograph him! 

Darren Denton caught steadily  
with crucians, tench and bream 
to 3lb on pellets and small 
balls of  soft 
paste. He 
ended with 
a cracking 
weight of  
24lb 6oz 
after sitting 
it out on 
one line 
for better 
Þ sh while 
everyone 
else was in 
and out, 
changing. 
This 
conÞ dence 
really showed 
through; top performance and 
lesson learnt. One long-pole line 
sat out with static baits may be 
the key with bigger Þ sh.

The next angler along, Berky, 
weighed 13lb 2oz of  silvers. 
Although a lower weight, he 
caught big hybrids and bream in 
quick succession by Þ shing small 
pieces of  worm on the hook up in 
the water. 

‘Silver Fox’ Ray had a good 
day on silvers, catching stamp 
Þ sh and weighing 17lb 14oz. He 
said it was better to Þ sh three to 
four feet deep because Þ shing 
shallower led to missed bites. 
Although it took longer to get 
a bite, the Þ sh were bigger and 
easier to hit at this depth.

On the next peg, Jay had a 
very interesting day. He only 
had a pint of  casters with him 
(we are all tight Yorkshiremen, 
remember!), and after two 
hours of  catching shallow at 
eight metres he was running 
out. He made a decision to feed 
groundbait containing the rest 
of  his bait and Þ sh on the deck 
over the top. It worked well 
because he caught more than a 
dozen crucians and a big tench, 
Þ shing single and double caster 

for 21lb 10oz. This was deÞ nitely 
something to bear in mind, and 
may be a good way to kick off  
the caster swim. Perhaps if  I had 
fed with groundbait at the start I 
could have dropped back on the 
deck and caught them later in 
the session?

Captain Pete had a lovely day 
tangling up and retying rigs but 

somehow 
managed to 
catch 15lb 
14oz in 
between! He 
had a run 
of  better 
Þ sh feeding 
worms and 
casters 
shallow, plus 
a big tench, 
a bream 
and some 
crucians, 
but halfway 
through 
his peg died 

and never seemed to 
come back. Jon and I sat on his 
box after the session and couldn’t 
catch either – well, I couldn’t, 
but Jon managed three lucky 
Þ sh! 

PEG ANGLER METHOD FISH WEIGHT

1 DAZ MOYLE PELLETS, GROUNDBAIT AND DEAD 
RED MAGGOTS

TENCH, CRUCIANS, BIG SKIMMERS, FEW 
SMALL ROACH 15.10.0

2 DARREN DENTON PELLET AND PASTE LONG TENCH, CRUCIANS, SKIMMERS 24.7.0

3 STEVE BIRCUMSHAW WORMS AND CASTERS SHALLOW TENCH, CRUCIANS, ROACH 11.4.0

4 RAY HARRIS LOOSE-FED CASTERS ‘DEEP SHALLOW’ BREAM, CRUCIANS, HYBRIDS, QUALITY 
ROACH 17.10.0

5 JAY HUTCHINSON GROUNDBAIT AND CASTERS ON THE 
DECK CRUCIANS, QUALITY ROACH 21.1.0

6 PETE LITTLER WORMS AND CASTERS ON THE DECK TENCH, CRUCIANS, SKIMMERS, ROACH 17.4.0

7 MATT GODFREY LOOSE-FED CASTERS SHALLOW CRUCIANS, HYBRIDS, QUALITY ROACH 43.5.0

8 PAUL MASSEY PELLETS LONG TENCH, CRUCIANS, BREAM 19.5.0

When the scales came to me 
I tipped on 43lb 5oz (only 20lb 
more than your estimate then – 
Ed!). I’d had 
a lovely day, 
working 
hard and 
altering 
things to 
keep bites 
coming. If  I 
were to Þ sh 
again, I’d 
probably 
feed a 
few balls 
of  dark 
groundbait, 
such as 
Sensas 
Black Lake, containing chopped 
worms and casters. I’d then 
loose feed, doing exactly what I 
did today, over the top. I feel this 
would have given me a better 
option to catch on the deck if  
things really died on me. I was 
still a quid up on Pete, though!

Paul Massey on the end peg 
to my left weighed 17lb 4oz and 
caught best on pellets long, with 
little success down the margins. 
This further supports what 
Darren Denton did to catch his 
net of  pellet-and-paste Þ sh long 
– the better Þ sh obviously didn’t 
feel safe coming closer in.

All the lads showed interest 
in what I had done to catch, 
inspecting rigs and asking 
questions. Some actually stayed 
on afterwards to watch Jon and I 
have a Þ sh… dedication!

Overall, we’d had a really 
successful day. I came away 
feeling that I had learnt a lot 
about the venue and wished I 
could be Þ shing their match. 

Jay’s groundbait approach would 
be an ideal way to start a silvers 
swim in my opinion. Fishing 

shallow how I did, 
chasing the Þ sh 
out, changing 
depths and 
working at 
laying the rig 
in differently, 
would make up 
the main bulk 
of  the catch if  
things went to 
plan. The last 
option would be 
catching bonus 
Þ sh on the long 
pole. A pellet 
approach sat out 

and waiting seemed best after 
what Darren did. 

The best rigs had also been 
established on the day, with 
many little ideas, such as the soft 
elastics for shallow work, feeding 
short of  the ß oat and ß icking 
the rig past the pole tip. Slipping 
on a piece of  worm or Þ shing 
a bit deeper were both ways of  
catching a better stamp and 
avoiding missed bites. These are 
all tiny things that can make a 
massive difference. 

I also noticed that I had Þ shed 
a lot lighter line than everyone 
else with a 0.08mm hooklength 
– you wouldn’t use 0.10mm for 
Þ nicky canal roach would you? 
As with anything in Þ shing, 
though, things can change all 
the time and other methods 
could come into play. I’m sure 
that with a few more visits the 
guys will learn even more. All in 
all, however, it was a great day, 
with good banter and a job well 
done by everyone!
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Paul Massey.

The author with his
impressive 43lb bag!

Pete Littler.
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